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Do you ever wonder how science 
results end up on…
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What we do

Press Releases, 
Announcements, 
Tip Sheets

Press conferences, 
media training

Feature 
Articles

Blog articles Web site content 
(with MMG)

Feature videos 
(with MMG)

Social media Local gov’t 
relations

Community & 
media relations
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It looks deceptively simple…
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ALMA Gets Front-Row Seat to an 
Ongoing Star-Formation 
Standoff in the Large Magellanic
Cloud

and 425 global media hits
1.4 BILLION reach

While using the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter 
Array (ALMA) to observe large star-forming regions in the Large 
Magellanic Cloud (LMC), scientists discovered a turbulent 
push-and-pull dynamic in the star-forming region, 30 
Doradus. Observations revealed that despite intense stellar 
feedback, gravity is shaping the molecular cloud, and against 
scientific odds, is driving the ongoing formation of young, 
massive stars. 

BIG PICTURE: NSF facilities are helping scientists to uncover 
previously hidden truths about star formation and what drives the 
process of stellar evolution.



ESO, ALMA (ESO/NAOJ/NRAO)/Wong 
et al., ESO/M.-R. Cioni/VISTA 

Magellanic Cloud survey. 
Acknowledgment: Cambridge 

Astronomical Survey Unit
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But what’s the process to get here?



• Whose story is it?



• Establish lead.

Establishes who sets timelines and embargoes, and who 
has the priority. 



ALMA Scientists Uncover the 
Mystery of Early Massive 
Galaxies Running on Empty

and 140 global media hits
223.8 MILLION reach

Early massive galaxies— those that formed in the three billion years 
following the Big Bang— should have contained large amounts of 
cold hydrogen gas, the fuel required to make stars. But scientists 
observing the early Universe with the Atacama Large 
Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) and the Hubble Space 
Telescope have spotted something strange: half a dozen early 
massive galaxies that ran out of fuel. 

BIG PICTURE: NSF facilities are helping scientists to figure out
how galaxies die, and perhaps more importantly, what’s killing them.



• Is the result newsworthy?



• Were we given 
enough notice to help?



• Is the science sound?



• Is a press release really the right 
way for NRAO to tell this story?

A Strange Tale of an SMBH proves 
that a PR isn’t always the way to go.

https://twitter.com/TheNRAO/status/1498352989236457472


• Is a press release really the right 
way for NRAO to tell this story?

Tip Sheets, like this one for J. Bae et al’s CPD 
and Young Exoplanet, and Research Alerts are 
also an option.

https://public.nrao.edu/news/alma-first-detection-of-gas-in-circumplanetary-disk-as209/


• Did the research do something 
newer/better/faster/smarter?



• Can Sophia/Bill/Mel make this 
potato look like a galaxy?

ALMA (ESO/NAOJ/NRAO)/H. Akins 
(Grinnell College), B. Saxton 

(NRAO/AUI/NSF)
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• Can the result be explained to the 
public in an accessible way?



• Will the public think it
is interesting?

In other words, would my Dad 
think it’s interesting even if I 
wasn’t his kid? 

My Dad.



• Media relations.

We work closely in tandem with other institutions when 
pitching so that journalists don’t receive multiple versions 
of the same story as if they’re unique.



• Questions?
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